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PREFACE. 



The following letters were written by the 
late Rev. W. H. Perceval Ward to an 
invalid godchild and relative. His zeal 
for the beauty and heartiness of Divine 
worship is well known. Here is also 
evidence of an intense love of souls, a 
tender interest in the spiritual welfare of 
others, and a true sympathy, which, in 
the midst of all his own sufferings, was 
never absent from him. 

The comfort wherewith he was himself 
comforted he gladly and eagerly imparted 
to others. Only a few weeks after the 
last letter here recorded he entered into 
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his rest, August 19, 1875, ^^y prepared 
for the happy change. 

Bertha H was the youngest of 

three sisters, to one of whom, Constance, 
some of the letters are addressed. In 
18 7 1, when only thirteen years of age, she 
was stricken with paralysis, and never 
walked afterwards. She was at times very 
ill and in great suffering. In 1874 she 
received the rite of Confirmation from the 
hands of Bishop Harold Browne in her bed, 
and her sister was confirmed at the church 
the following^ day. The Holy Eucharist 
was very precious to her, being regularly 
received until her death, which occurred 
February, 1879. 

Her state of mind may be seen by the 
two following extracts from her journal : — 

* I am going to partake of the Body 
and Blood of my Lord once more. Oh^ 
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may He forgive me my sins, and make 
me worthy to receive Him. Oh, Saviour 
of the lost ! save, save me, Thy most sin- 
ful and unworthy child, and make me 
holy even as Thou art holy. Lord, have 
mercy upon me ; Christ, have mercy upon 
me. Amen. Amen.' 

* Give me grace to bear my pain, and 
help me to remember what Jesus bore, 
and to thank Him for allowing me to 
share in a small measure His cross and 
pain with . Him. Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, that He hath been pleased to 
take me apart and teach me His laws, and 
to love His chastening hand.* 

She greatly valued these letters, which 
had upon her a hallowing influence. Be- 
sides many allusions of longing for the 
letters, is the following entry : 

' I had a letter from Mr. Ward to- 
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day. ... I should like much to have his 
letters printed some day ; perhaps if I 
cannot, mother will see about it, so that 
others like myself may have the help and 
comfort of them.* 

Though not written for publication, 
nor in any systematic course, they are now 
published in accordance with this last wish, 
and with the hope that the same help and 
comfort of the Holy Ghost which she found 
in this instruction may help on other young 
disciples, even through much tribulation, 
to follow her into nearer communion with 
God and peaceful preparation for the 
blissful presence of Christ in Paradise. 



G. C. 



London, 

• June^ 1879. 
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wondrous truths brought before us each 
day as it passed, truths good for us all at 
all times to let our minds rest upon and 
feed upon, but most especially *when God 
separates us from the rest of the world to 

ry B 
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draw us nearer to Himself by suffering 
and weakness. He makes us at such 
times in a marvellous but most real man- 
ner partake of the sufferings of Christ, 
that is, if we accept them as from Him, 
and offer them in heart to Him to be 
united with our Lord's. 

In this way the death of Christ has 
sanctified and made profitable to our souls 
all our bodily pains — even death itself. 
By this life of perfect obedience even unto 
death, He made an atonement for the sin 
of the world through which had been dis- 
obedience ; and though the effects of that 
original disobedience remain in our spi- 
ritual nature, making us prone to sin, and 
in our bodies, making them mortal and 
liable to suffering, yet for His true mem- 
bers those effects only work together for 
their greater good. Even the sinful in- 
clinations of our nature, resisted in His 
Name and in the strength of the Holy 
Spirit, and overcome, only work out for 
us a brighter crown : * He that overcometh 
shall inherit all things ; and I will be his 
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God, and he shall be my son.* (Rev. 
xxi. 7.) 

While our bodily and even mental 
afflictions, such as sadness of heart, de- 
pression, grief for others, are in reality 
light compared to the glory which shall 
be revealed in us if we take them as what 
they really are, the result of sin, as Christ's 
sufferings were the result of sin, and know- 
ing that sins are atoned for by sufferings, 
if we take them as He took His when He 
prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, and 
at all other times to His last word upon 
the cross, * Not my will but thine be done,' 
and so unite ourselves to Him, offering to 
our Fathers justice our sorrows in union 
with his, then for His sake, the sake of 
His obedience and all-atoning death, they 
are accepted, and indeed * work out for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.' (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

This thought, or rather this great truth, 
gives such intense living interest to each 
one of us in the memories of last week. 
Our Lord had said, * If I be lifted up, I 
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will draw all men unto me' (John, xii.) ; 
and from that hour in which He was so 
lifted up on the cross the hearts of men 
have been drawn to Him for more than 
eighteen hundred years, more than ever 
to any one else ; and in all nations and 
among all races barbarous and civilised, 
the old, old story is ever new and never 
loses its power over the human heart. It 
has been the only support and consolation 
through many a long weary life of grief 
and pain, the sufficient hope to carry many 
a martyr through his sharpest pangs, the 
shield of the hardest-tried faith, the cheer- 
ing balm of the sinking, desponding spirit. 
This support and consolation, dearest 
child, this hope and shield, this balmy 
comfort, is all your own. Trust yourself 
to it, and it will never fail you. You may 
have yet many a weary hour before you, 
but offer them all to God in Jesus, and 
remember that He is accepting your willing 
offering and making them all to work 
together for your good, that each day you 
may be brought nearer to Him, and made 
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more like your Saviour, more like Him 
in suffering, and more like Him in 
submission to your Heavenly Father's 
will, less unlike Him in holiness, and so 
more fit to see Him face to face in His 
eternal glory. 

May these and all like thoughts be 
your comfort, dearest Bertha, and so may 
God ' make all your bed in sickness.' To 
rest in Jesus is rest indeed, both now and 
when all earthly toils are over. 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Nice, 
Easter Monday^ 1873. 



Praper tn %)tcitne00* 

My dearest Godchild, 

I ought in my last letter to have 
said a few words on Prayer to you. I 
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will not say more now than offer a few 
practical hints, that we can talk about 
when we meet. When one is ill, the head 
is apt to get weak, as I know by expe- 
rience ; in that case, the best way is only 
to use words that are perfectly familiar to 
us. For instance, the Creed. We can 
say the Creed in several different ways. 

1. As a public profession of faith be- 
fore God and man ; that is the sense in 
which we say it in church. 

2. As a subject for meditation, giving 
our minds time to dwell upon each mystery 
of the faith brought before us by the 
clauses, as we slowly and thoughtfully go 
through them, ever dwelling upon each as 
it passes before us. 

3. It may be used as a form upon 
which we may hang a succession of 
prayers, addressing each of the Three Per- 
sons of the Holy Trinity in turn, 

4. It may be used in the same way as 
a form for thanksgiving and praise. 

At first I would advise you only to use 
it for meditation, and then follow it by 
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saying, * Glory be to the Father/ &c., ' As 
it was/ &c., then say, ' Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Our Fa- 
ther,* &c. 

After this stop upon each clause, and 
make it a real prayer for yourself and 
those dear to you. I think you will see 
this for yourself, but I hope to also talk 
it over with you. We have a little book 
of prayers which may be also helpful to 
you. 

It is a good thing to choose a verse or 
two of a hymn that seems to suit you, and 
make that one of your prayers ; the rhythm 
and rhyme help the memory. 

Dearest Bertha, 

Yours ever affectionately, 

W. P. W. 

Nice, 
April 17, 1873. 



8 



Dearest Bertha, 

As you cannot see me at present, 
I must write just a short letter to tell you 
how much we are thinking about you. I 
was going to say how much we are 
grieving for you> but you would tell me 
that that would not be quite right, though 
very natural. 

We may indeed grieve for those we 
love when they are suffering pain and 
weakness. Our Blessed Lord Himself 
wept over the tomb of His friend, even 
when He was going to restore him to 
life ; and when He saw the widow weep- 
ing for the loss of her only son. He 
touched the bier and gave him back to 
her. 

Indeed, God sends us trials of pain 
and sickness, in order to stir us up to 
sorrow, whether we feel the pain ourselves, 
or see it in one dearest to us. But the 
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sorrow He would stir up in us is a godly 
sorrow, to lead us nearer to Himself, and 
wean us from the world. He forbids His 
children to grieve over earthly troubles 
like the heathen, who have no hope. Ah ! 
my child ! here is the great, the infinite 
difference between the Christian's religion 
and that of any other; his is a faith of 
sure and certain hope of everlasting life. 
And why have we this hope ? because 
our Prophet, who has promised it to us, is 
the very true God Himself, and because 
our Prophet has won eternal life for us 
by the great atonement He offered in our 
stead, and because He has raised His own 
once mortal Body and taken it with Him to 
heaven, where He has gone before to pre- 
pare a place for us and to be our advocate ; 
and yet people ask of those who believe 
all this and much more, why they send 
missionaries to heathen and to Mahom- 
medans. We do it because we have what 
they have not — ^we have the Gospel to take 
to them, poor souls ! The Gospel means 
good news, and it is indeed the best of 
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news to carry to poor souls who have 
never heard it, that the Eternal God, the 
second Person of the all- Holy Trinity, 
came down from heaven and was made 
man, became incarnate by taking to Him- 
self the body of a man-child of the Virgin 
Mary, His mother, that He might be able 
as a man to offer to God a human life and 
death of perfect obedience, so to make an 
atonement and satisfaction to God for the 
disobedience of the first man and of all 
other men. He died for the sin of the 
whole world, and so made reconciliation 
between God and man. 

Heathens and Mahommedans have 
never attempted to convert Christians ex- 
cept by persecution, because they have an 
instinct that the idea would be foolish. 
Say that they have had good teachers, we 
have had a better ; say that their sacred 
books merely lead to a happy life here, 
our Bible would lead both to one here and 
hereafter. But at this point, the best of 
all their religions stops, they may think 
they have had teachers sent from heaven. 
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and a written revelation also, but without 
waiting to show that they have not, we 
can ask of them, Where is your Redeemer? 
Where is your H igh Priest ? Who is able 
to save you from your sins and the conse- 
quences of them ? Our God Himself is 
ours. He came on earth to save us and 
to save you, if you will accept the Gospel 
we offer you. Some listen and are saved, 
many scoff and pass by unheeding. 

Blessed is our lot who never can re- 
collect the time when we had not this 
glorious Gospel ! It is our faith that we 
are members of Christ, and so God's 
children, and therefore heirs of our Father's 
kingdom ; we cannot then mourn as do 
others who have not this faith, and there- 
fore no hope beyond this life. Say we 
suffer : it is to make us more like Christ, 
and more fit to be with Him. Say that 
we die: it is our way home to our Father's 
house. So thus our natural crown is 
turned into a sort of joy, or, at least, a 
calm happiness is so mixed up with it that 
we know not which it is. 
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It was a great privilege, my child, 
when God let me bring you to your 
Saviour in holy baptism, there to be re- 
ceived into His arms and blessed. I 
thank Him for using me as His instru- 
ment to do this, and to let me answer also 
for your godly training, for that He has 
made your dear mother His blessed mes- 
senger to you. She it has been who has 
brought you the Gospel, and given you 
from Him your faith, your hope, your love, 
that will never fail. Rest in your faith, 
joy in your hope, love above all your God 
and Saviour. 

Your most affectionate Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Nice, 
May 9, 1873. 
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affliction* 

Dearest Bertha, 

You will, I know, like to have 
a few words on this blessed day from your 
godfather. It is indeed a blessed day to 
a/l Christians. We can picture to our- 
selves the joy of the holy Apostles when 
they had so lately lost their risen Lord 
once more, and seen Him taken up from 
them into heaven, and were waiting for 
the fulfilment of the promise He had made 
to them not to leave them comfortless in 
His absence, when the house they were in 
was shaken, and the rushing wind was 
heard, and the cloven tongues of fire sat 
on each head. We can, in a way, picture 
all this to our minds ; but we cannot realise 
the ecstatic joy and the new power that filled 
each of their souls on the gift of speech 
that came to them at that same moment. 
These miraculous fruits of the outpour- 
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ing of the Holy Ghost are not ours, but 
all the graces needful for the salvation 
of each of us are abundantly given, and 
many too that are helpful to others. In- 
deed, a Christian cannot show the fruits of 
the Spirit working in his own heart with- 
out helping others also. I mean, the ex- 
ample of one, however young and feeble, 
who is evidently led by the Spirit of God, 
is the best of teaching, as see, for one 
lovely instance, the life and death of that 
young child of God whose call home you 
have read. And so, dearest Bertha, you 
need not think that your weak, suffering 
state is all pain and nothing else. God the 
Holy Spirit is preparing your own soul by 
it, either for a useful, blessed life in this 
world, or for an earlier * call home.' The 
Master may call for you, and, like Mary, 
you will, I know, be ready and glad to go 
to Him ; or He may bid you wait and 
serve like Martha; and you will do that 
with all your might, though never ceasing 
for a moment to sit at His feet and listen 
to His words. This is the * comfort' He 
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sends to you, my child. God Himself 
brings it, not in a rushing wind or in 
tongues of fire, but in the gentle breathing 
of peace into your inmost soul by the Holy 
Ghost, which is as a * still, small voice ' 
passing through all the pain of your dear 
feeble body. May your Heavenly Father 
be pleased to soothe that pain also. His 
will be done. 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Nice, 
Whit Sunday^ 1873. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

We have been so delighted 
to hear of your safe arrival in the old 
home, and of your having a little got over 
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the terrible effects of your journey. The 
feeling of rest to you must be better than 
all medicine, especially as you have added 
to the feeling of rest for yourself the other 
that is so comforting to you, the certainty 
that now all the anxiety of your dear ones 
to get you home is over, and you and they 
have nothing to do but wait God s will in 
the place you all love best. Your chief 
thought, I am quite sure, is one of grati- 
tude to God, who has carried you safe 
through such a trial. Had you not been 
under His special care, no nursing or 
anxious watching of mother and sisters, 
could have supported you. 

You know this so well, that I only say 
it now to remind you that while this Pro- 
vidential care is the subject of your grati- 
tude now, so it may be, and will be, a 
foundation for hope and trust for the future. 

If your illness at any time should in- 
crease, as we trust it may not, the remem- 
brance of this last journey, and of that lov- 
ing, weary, painful way by which you were 
led to your home at last, will be an assur- 
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ance to you, if any were needed, that you 
will be led to your true, everlasting home 
with equal certainty and equal love, how- 
ever painful and weary to you it may be. 
I dare say you never felt such joy in 
being at home, never once more, as now, 
after all you have gone through, to reach it ; 
and in proportion to what you have suf- 
fered to get there, and your fears of not 
getting there after all, so is your love of it 
and your delight in it all the greater. Just 
so will it be with us when safe in our 
home in Paradise ; only infinitely greater 
will be our joy, because infinitely brighter 
and happier our home, and all brightness 
and happiness immeasurably increased by 
the certainty that we have done for ever 
with sin and sorrow, with pain and suffer- 
ing of either mind or body ; that our home 
can never be taken from us ; that we have, 
or shall have, there for ever those dearest 
to us here ; above all, that we dwell to all 
eternity in God's visible Presence, in the 
Presence of our Father, our Redeemer, 
and our Sanctifier, in the enjoyment of the 

c 



1 8 Beauties and Blessings of Earth 

glory of the all-Holy Trinity. Comfort 
your heart and support your courage with 
such thoughts as these through the weary 
hours of sickness. We both join in love 
to you, and to father, dear mother, and 
sisters. 

Darling child. 
Your ever loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Vichy, 
July lo, 1873. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

The air here is most beautiful ; 
the hotel, which is the best one we have 
ever been in, is built on a chalk cliff full 
facing the sea ; the country all round is a 
dry chalk soil, so there is no damp on any 
side ; the town is quite away from us, out 
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of sight and hearing. We have not the 
same beautiful views as you have, but only 
sky and sea, with the advantage of being 
on shore, which to me is considerable. 

Does not the world seem to you very 
beautiful, Bertha, and full of all sorts of 
delights, very different from one another, 
but still very good for us in their different 
ways ? How beautiful it is all round Nice, 
and how beautiful it is along your own 
coast, and in my dear old home at Comp- 
ton, and in my new home at Torquay ! 

I have never had a home that was not 
beautiful in its way — in Essex and the 
Isle of Man, Dorsetshire and Nice. I have 
always lived in the fullest enjoyment of the 
beauties of God s world, as you have 
now. We know that has been a great 
blessing — we can hardly tell how great. 

God has made use of His own bountiful 
gifts to lead us to love Him. He teaches 
us that if we feel our hearts rejoicing 
within us at the mer« sight of magnificent 
beauties, we shall rejoice infinitely more, 
in an ecstasy of delight of which we can 
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now form no conception, when our eyes 
rest upon the perfect beauty of Paradise 
and Heaven. 

He gives us glimpses of the glories of 
His creation now, to raise our hearts and 
hopes to an unclouded vision of them here- 
after. In that hereafter it will be in keep- 
ing with God's dealings with us now if we 
are gradually blest with new, and larger, 
and brighter visions of His creation. He 
Himself being the Beatific Vision which 
will crown all. 

Eternity is infinite, and space is in- 
finite, and God's power is infinite ; and in 
that infinity of time and space we may see 
ever-increasing marvels of creative power, 
all beautiful, all full of Divine love, if in 
the midst of all that is our appointed place 
we let our Father lead us on through the 
delights of these lower beauties to the 
'fulness of joy at His right hand.' Think 
on this as you watch the lights and shades 
passing over the fair view from your 
window. There is a shadow on your life, 
my child ; but there is a light beyond, and 
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I know you see it shining bright before you. 
Hold fast to the Hand that is leading you 
to it, and it will ' shine more and more to 
the perfect day.* 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Ramsgate, 

August 5, 1873. 
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Dearest Bertha, 

We have been a little disap- 
pointed to hear that you have not been 
able to keep up the good practice of going 
out-of-doors. It seems as if you must 
continue your patience for still a while 
longer — how much longer God only 
knows ; but He does know, and we know 
too that * God is love ;* so you can leave 
all that to Him without any anxious care. 
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There is an old saying I heard when I 
was young, and I have often thought of it 
since, — 

* In trouble to be troubled, 
Is to have your trouble doubled.' 

But those only whose faith in the love, 
and wisdom, and power, and knowledge of 
God is very firm, can help being troubled 
and anxious when misfortune occurs. Such 
faith is His gift only, but He will give it 
to every one who comes to Him through 
our Blessed Lord, and in sincerity of heart 
asks for it. But so great a gift does not 
always come altogether at once — not, at 
least, in its perfection. God tries us some- 
times, and seems to hide Himself from us ; 
and then we fall into anxieties and fears 
of many kinds. This is sometimes as a 
punishment for a sin — a neglect of prayer, 
perhaps, or a want of recoUectedness in it. 
Sometimes it is allowed in order to try our 
patience, our ' patient waiting upon God.' 
This is very much what we mean when 
we pray, * Lead us not into temptation.* 
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We pray that God would be pleased not 
to try us. We know our own weakness, 
and we dread a failure under temptation or 
trial of this kind. We mean, no doubt, 
more than that — we mean that we may 
not be allowed to fall into temptation of 
any kind, that all evil may be kept from us. 

You, my child, are kept from a great 
deal that is in the world ; you are fenced 
round and round in a safe fold, and you have 
the best of loving shepherdesses given to 
you to watch over you and to keep off all 
wolves. Still, even to you trial will come. 
Not only your weak health, and the weak- 
ness of head that accompanies it, and not 
only the natural frailty of every human 
heart, but some other trial from without 
yourself that cannot quite be kept from 
you. Pray that any such may be removed 
in God's good time, and turned into a 
blessing. This indeed any trial taken 
patiently cannot fail to be in the long run. 
*The trial of your faith worketh patience, 
but let patience have her perfect work.* 

Do you know, Bertha, I often think that 



24 The Afflicted may 

you have a great work to do in the world. 
You have to give an example of patient 
endurance, and you have to pray for others. 
No one will know till the day of judgment 
what wonders have been wrought in the 
world of spirits — I mean in the spiritual 
nature of men and women by the exercise 
of those two graces. 

Your lying there in pain and weak- 
ness may do for souls what not even the 
eloquence of a Wilberforce could have 
effected. 

When the heart is touched by the 
grace of God, it begins to thaw and melt 
under the Divine flame of Love, till, per- 
haps after many struggles against the new 
feeling, it is quite and for ever softened. 
We may see the change, and when we do 
we know it is made by the almighty grace 
of God, but we do not know always what 
instrument God used to effect His gracious 
purpose, or what specially moved His love 
to show such mercy to the poor hard soul 
that did not pray for itself. But the day 
of judgment may reveal that the sight of a 
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child's patient trust was the instrument, 
and that child's prayers of faith, which had 
been heard and answered so fully and won- 
derfully. 

This is your work, dearest Bertha, and 
you will do it best by most diligently 
tending your own soul and your own 
growth in grace. 

Your ever affectionate Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Dover, 
August 26, 1873. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

It is very pleasant to feel that we 
are within a few hours* reach of you all, 
and that there is no horrid channel between 
us. 

Don't you appreciate that idea of the 
* new earth,' that there will be * no sea 
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there ?' I do. Beautiful to look at, as it 
most certainly is ; calm lakes and rivers in 
a fruitful country are more beautiful, and 
far pleasanter in fact. 

Have you read or heard that part of 
Yesterday J To-day, and for Ever, that gives 
a delightful idea of the ' new heavens 
and the new earth ?' It makes me long 
more than ever to be worthy of it. 

I have only lately finished that won- 
derful poem, and it has done me more 
good than all the sermons I ever heard 
put all together. It not only stirs one up 
to be more diligent to make that glo- 
rious inheritance sure, but it helps to 
make us happy about those who have been 
already called. 

You have had two startling sudden 
deaths among your neighbours and best 
friends lately, but death is not really 
sudden except to those who are unpre- 
pared for it ; and many a good Christian 
lives always ready. There is a great deal 
in daily life, however quiet it may be, to 
draw us to the things of this world only. 
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Our very duty, when we are diligent in it, 
as we ought to be, has this tendency. The 
true wisdom is to do all for the glory of 
God ; the least duty, as well as the 
greatest, to bear the least suffering as well 
as the greatest, and then the commonest 
occupation works in to our preparation for 
Paradise. Whatsoever you do, whether you 
eat, or whether you drink, * do all to the 
glory of God.' Even when you take me- 
dicine, you can do this by offering a little 
prayer, if only three words said in your 
secret soul before you take it. I will tell 
you what I always say : * Bless, O Lord, 
this medicine to my body's health, to my 
souFs health, the health of soul and body, 
to Thy service, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.' 

And so if a sharp pain comes the 

thought that it is the Refiner's fire purging 

off all dross from the pure gold, helps you 

to say from your heart, * Thank God,' or 

' Thy will be done.' Kind good Mr. 

had been to church twice that day, and no 

doubt he had said grace heartily before 



28 Giving Glory to God. 

that last dinner, ' so he was eating and 
drinking to the glory of God ' when he was 

called ; and so, no doubt, Mrs. took 

the chloroform with a mental prayer, and 
if so, she too was ready, and she was not 
unprepared, sudden as was the call. 

Your life, dearest child, is perforce one 
long special preparation ; use it as such 
more and more, and literally * pray always.' 
Be always in the spirit of prayer in all your 
waking hours, and the holy angels will 
have charge over you, to guard you in 
your sleeping. 

May you thus be ' ever guarded, di- 
rected, and protected,* to the very end, 
yOme when it may. 

Dearest Bertha, 
Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

London, 
October i6, 1873. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

Your letter and your dear mothers 
must be answered at once. As God has 
given you the wish to write, and probably 
the gift of writing, it would not only be 
right and just of you to use it, but it would 
be wrong not to use it. You are quite 
right in thinking that it may be some time 
before you can expect to write books that 
will be much read, but simple stories for 
magazines, that would do considerable 
good to young folks, you might hope to 
compass before you are twenty. If you 
have written one such, would you mind 
asking mother to send it me by book-post, 
and then I could better judge ? But per- 
haps you would like better to wait till I 

can come to , which I hope will be 

in the spring. At any time that I am able 
to get out, I will gladly do all I can with 
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you for the periodicals most likely to take 
your contributions. In the meantime I 
advise you to go on writing, and sometimes 
to re-write, that is, to copy, with care, 
something you have already written, cor- 
recting words and sentences as you go on ; 
sometimes adding, and sometimes cutting 
out. 

Now, my child, about that deep ques- 
tion of the things of God which you have 
asked me. The wish to be with Christ is 
natural to the true Christian heart, and in 
proportion as our life is hid with Christ in 
God, so is this wish intensified. There is 
nothing here which is not from God, still 
is there a danger. There is, as you say, 
the temptation to shrink from our cross, to 
ask for the triumph without the battle. 
You should, therefore, be on your watch 
against this temptation. Do not put from 
you the longing desire for God's presence, 
and for the abode of His longing ones, but 
keep it ever in ' submission to His will.' 
* Yet not my will, but Thine be done,' 
should be at all times the accompaniment, 
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as it were, of your meditations on Paradise 
and Heaven. 

I will say no more now, but pray you 
always to open your mind to me on all 
such subjects. It is a delight to me to talk 
with you upon them. 

Ever your loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

London, 
October 20, 1873. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

Though we are coming to the 
crowded hours of last days in London, I 
must find time to say a few words to you. 
Thank you very much for a copy of your 
Allegory. I like it much, and think it 
shows that you have the gift of writing 
in a way that will be useful both to your- 
self and others. God has given you a 
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talent in the power of imagination, and also 
of expressing it in words. He has given 
you the further grace of a religious ima- 
gination. Having drawn your heart to 
Himself, the imagination follows your 
affections, and these, through the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, are set upon 'things 
above.' 

These are great gifts, my child, but 
they are gifts. I mean you do not have 
them from yourself, but from God. As 
He has taken from you for the present 
your bodily strength, so has He given you 
these in their place ; and you would not, I 
am sure, exchange them if you could. 
Bodily strength is at the best mortal ; the 
endowment of a religious imagination is 
immortal ; you are quite right, therefore, to 
cultivate it, as a healthy man is right to 
strengthen his body by athletics. Thought 
and study will continually add to your 
mental stores and strength. 

And now for a little criticism upon the 
very pretty fragment you have sent me. 
You mean the bright form standing by the 
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dying child and man, to be their guardian 
angel, no doubt. 

Our guardians fight for us against the 
powers of darkness, but they would not 
struggle against the will of God. Death 
is the messenger of God's will ; and though 
we, who cannot be sure when the mes- 
senger is to be sent, may strive in prayer 
against his coming ; that is, pray in a spirit 
of submission for a continuance of life, 
either of our own or of another ; yet an 
angel who would know that it was God s 
will that the soul entrusted to him should 
be then taken, would not strive to retain 
it on earth, but be ready with joy to bear 
it to Paradise. The thought that the 
angel who has guarded us should carry his 
charge into the Divine Presence when his 
work has been faithfully and successfully 
performed, is beautifully expressed in the 
poem I sent you the other day, and I am 
sure you will delight in it. 

Your ever affectionate Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

London, October 22, 1873. 

D 
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Sacraments* 

My dear Constance, 

It IS simple happiness to think 
that my letters give that darling Bertha so 
much pleasure ; it must come more from 
her own good heart than from any merit of 
the letters. She is, indexed, a lesson to all 
of us, dear Constance, and such a sweet, 
heavenly soul, taught by God, as hers has 
been, is a better sermon and a surer proof 
of the presence of the Holy Spirit than 
could be given us in any other way. 

The thought of that regenerate soul 
brings me to the question in your letter. 
I answer it on separate sheets. They are 
of deepest interest. Always bear in mind 
that Sacraments are only channels of grace, 
they are not the source nor the cause. All 
we say is, that God has appointed a channel 
through which His grace is to flow to us 
from the source. We must use that channel 
where it can be had, and where it cannot 
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trust in His mercy to give us the grace 
direct from the source that is Himself. I 
am so very glad you all liked that poem so 
much, I was sure you would. You ask if 
it is all true ? It does seem really so in its 
main outline, and in many of its details to 
keep strictly within what is revealed in 
Scripture to us. 

Of course, that is all we can know of 
the unseen world, though there are deduc- 
tions from that knowledge which the ima- 
gination may lawfully make in harmony 
with the revelation ; and this the poet has 
done in a reverent and very beautiful 
spirit. 

We have grieved so about poor darling 
Bertha in this last attack. I cannot hear 
of any more Confirmations down here at 
present ; but of that anon. You will have 
had enough of me for this time. Adieu, 
dear Constance. 

Yours ever, very affectionately, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

NoDcmber 26, 1873. 
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laDn TBapti0m. 

'Why is Baptism said to be absolutely 
necessary to salvation ? ' The simple 
answer is, because our Lord has made it 
so. (John, iii. 5.) And, observe, that was 
not said to a heathen, but to one of God s 
own people. Then comes the less simple 
answer; but one equally necessary. As to 
those who through no fault of their own 
are not baptized, we know nothing : except 
that they are in the hands of a merciful 
God, who knows all, and who is their 
Judge. He knows who could, and who 
could not obey His law ; and we may not 
doubt but that He will judge them accord- 
ingly. We are bound by God s laws when 
we know them, but He is not Himself so 
bound. 

Baptism has in itself no virtue, but only 
because God has willed to attach a grace to 
this condition. If, therefore, we do not fulfil 
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the condition when it is in our power to do 
so, we cannot expect the grace. But this 
does not preclude God from giving the 
grace, or an equivalent to it, where the 
condition cannot be complied with. This 
would include all who by birth are not 
Christians ; and it would include children, 
who, by accident or neglect of parents, die 
unbaptized. 

You say * absolutely necessary ;' but the 
Catechism says ^generally necessary,' that 
is, necessary to all as a general rule. 

Thus Faith is necessary to salvation. 

' What shall I do to be saved V * Be- 
lieve, and thou shalt be saved.* Believe in 
Christ, that is. This is the geTieral rule. 
But how can they believe who have never 
even heard of Him 1 We come here to 
the same difficulty again, and we solve it 
in the same way, by leaving it without 
question in God*s hands. 

2. * How is it that children are still 
born of wraths being born into a redeemed 
world and not a condemned one ?' 

Here, again, we must accept what God 
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has been pleased to give us on His own 
conditions. 

The whole race of mankind has been 
reconciled to God and made capable of 
salvation, but not all will be saved. Our 
Lord says, * Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.* 

Here is a double condition for salvation, 
faith and baptism ; and that condition de- 
pendent upon the previous preaching of 
the Gospel ; so that, in the inscrutable 
Will of God, the purchased salvation is 
not brought to everyone to accept or 
refuse, and till it is accepted, man is in 
his natural state. (Gal. iii. 22.) 

* The Scripture hath included all under 
sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 
might be given^ to them that believe/ This 
was written after the redemption of the 
world, ver. 26, 27. * Ye are all the child- 
ren of God by faith in Christ Jesus : for as 
many of you as have been baptized into 
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Christ have put on Christ "^ Here, you 
see, after the Crucifixion all are under sin ; 
till by faith and baptism they accept the 
salvation there earned for them. (Acts, 
ii. 39.) * The promise is unto you and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God sliall 
call, ' 

We cannot 'limit* the extent of the 
work of redemption ; but neither can we 
extend it beyond the bounds which God 
Himself has placed to it. He has limited 
the fruits of that work by certain conditions; 
these are faith and the sacraments. Why 
He has so limited them we cannot clearly 
and fully know. He might have poured 
out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon the 
whole race of mankind immediately after 
the Crucifixion, without the intervention of 
any external rite. But it would seem that 
He willed to have the co-operation of 
many. So He made the mental qualifica- 
tion of faith necessary for a reception of 
that gift, and He made the two great 
Sacraments to be its ordinary channels. 
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By Baptism * we put on Christ ;' by Holy 
Communion we are made *one with Him/ 
From beginning to end all is God's free 
gift. Faith is His gift, and the grace of 
sacraments is His gift; and He bestows 
His gifts where He will, and where He 
will He withholds them. 

Then we must consider what the gift 
is, and not expect from it more than is 
promised. Regeneration is a new birth of 
the soul ; but it is only a birth, it is not 
the full growth of the soul in its new life. 
As an infant may or may not grow up, or 
grow up weak and die ; so may the soul 
go on from its new birth by a healthy 
growth to the * stature of a perfect man ; ' 
or it may wither or become diseased and 
finally perish, as, indeed, one often sees to 
be the case. It is the same with regard 
to faith ; we may lose our faith after having 
undoubtedly had it. 

All salvation comes from the great 
Atonement fully wrought out for the sins 
of the whole world upon the Cross. And 
no one could limit the number of those 
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who should benefit by that salvation ; but 
He has wrought it. Nor could any but 
He dictate the conditions to any individual 
soul or souls upon which it would be given. 
But He has limited it. He says you must 
hsiv^ faith; He says you must be baptized; 
He says you must in a sacrament * dwell 
in me/ that I may 'dwell in you;' and 
again, * No man can come unto Me, except 
it were given him of my Father.* 

All these are limitations of the extent 
to which His great work on the Cross 
would reach. It may reach further, and 
we may devoutly hope and reverently 
believe that it does. But we do not know 
that it does, because He has not told us, 
and we can only know of Heavenly 
mysteries what He is pleased to tell us. 
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A VERY blessed Christmas to you, dearest 
child, and it will be blessed, even though 
passed in pain and weakness, because your 
hopes beyond and above this world are 
fixed on Him who was born for you on 
that first Christmas Day in Bethlehem. 

That * old, old story,' how new and 
fresh it comes to us every year : ' Unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.* The 
Christ, the. Anointed One, anointed of 
God to be our Prophet, Priest, and King ; 
our Prophet to teach us, our Priest to offer 
Himself a sacrifice for us, our King to 
reign over us through all eternity. 

This is our Jesus, our Saviour that is, 
and He is the Lord. The Lord Himself 
came down from heaven and was made man 
incarnate for us — that infant in the manger. 
Mystery above all other mysteries, the 
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fountain of so many others, the cause of 
sacraments, the foundation of hope, the 
recreation of the human race, the restora- 
tion of human nature to the likeness of 
God. * God said. Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. So God 
created man in his own image.' 

But that man fell from his high estate 
and dragged down all his posterity with 
him, for they were of necessity born in the 
likeness of their father, and could not of 
themselves rise above the type of their 
parent, though they might sink below it. 
But there in that infant lies the second 
Adam, the Restorer of man to the likeness 
of God, for He is God, and * as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the power 
to become the sons of God,' even to them 
that believe on His Name. 

Dearest Bertha, you are one of those 
blessed ones who have been regenerated 
in Him and have believed. You, and those 
dear ones round you, have fullest interest 
in that great and mighty wonder ; they 
and you have received Him in your hearts, 
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so to you has He given power to be the 
children of God. Well, then, may you 
join with the angels' song, * Glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, goodwill to 



men.' 



* It came upon the midnight air, 

That glorious song of old ; 
From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold. 
" Peace to the earth, good will to men, 

From Heaven's all-gracious King;" 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 
Still through the cloven sky they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled ; 
And still their heavenly music floats 

On all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lonely plains 

They bend on heavenly wing. 
And ever o'er its babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 
O ye, beneath life's crushing load, 

Who now are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way. 

With painful steps and slow, — 
Look now for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing ; 
O rest beside the weary road. 

And hear the angels sing.' 
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Rest you, my child, beside your weary 
road, where with painful steps you climb 
the steep path of this suffering life, rest, 
and hear the angels sing. They tell you 
of glad and golden hours to be brought to 
you by Him, who Himself returned not 
to His glory, but first for you He suffered 
pain. 

Suffer, then, here gladly with Him a 
little while, and He will give you your 
glorious nativity, not in loneliness and cold, 
but in His own home, the city that hath 
no need of the sun, for the glory of God 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof. 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

December 23, 1873. 
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Clbe Cf)ttstma0 Si^orti. 

My Christmas word to you, dear Con- 
stance, is to remind you of a question I 
once asked you, and which this blessed 
season brings so home to us. In what 
does the Christian religion differ from 
every other religion that is or ever was 
upon earth, not in degree only, but in 
kind? What makes it to differ from any 
possible religion or philosophy ? You, no 
doubt, remember the answer : That Chris- 
tianity is derived from and depends upon, 
and exists in, that one great fact in the 
world's history — the Incarnation of God. 
The memories of yesterday bring this 
home to us as though that birth had really 
been but yesterday. 

Other religions have had founders and 
teachers, and even imaginary impersona- 
tions of imaginary deities, and they have 
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had their sacred books. All this Christians 
have also, and in an infinitely better degree 
than any other religion. No other founder 
or teacher of a new religion could ever 
compare with Jesus of Nazareth in holiness 
and power; no sacred book could speak like 
His Gospel ; no other faith had been fore- 
told or foreshadowed in type for centuries 
and centuries before it was promulgated ; 
no other history or philosophy could tell 
men of the creation of this world, and how 
evil came into it and how good was to cast 
it out in the end. All this and much more 
may be said of Christianity, as the best 
religion the world has ever known, and yet 
it does not touch its essefice. 

In the beginning was the Word : and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God ; and the Word was made * flesh,' 
and dwelt among us, — this is the essence 
of Christianity, thus was human nature re- 
habilitated. God the Son took it into Him- 
self, and so restored it to more than its 
first holiness ; thus it is that every human 
being may be made a member of Himself, 
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and remain such to the end of this life of 
probation, and will be glorified with Him. 

That so few seem to be thus incor- 
porated into Him is a mystery which the 
end alone can solve to us ; enough for us 
to know that we can, nay, that we have^ 
been made members of Him, and have 
only to hold fast to His promised grace to 
remain so for ever. 

Then what did the Incarnate God do 
for us .'^ He taught us such a moral code 
as the world has never heard elsewhere. 
He told us, as only Omniscience could tell, 
of the world to come, of heaven and hell, 
and then having offered as a man an 
atonement for human disobedience by a 
life of perfect obedience, He completed 
the atonement by giving that life as a 
sacrifice to the justice of God. * He was 
obedient unto death, even the death upon 
the cross.* Then, having raised His earthly 
body from the grave. He took it into 
heaven and glorified it at the right hand of 
His Father, where He now carries on His 
work of salvation for us as our Mediator. 
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This is our religion, and no other even 
pretends to be of the same kind with it ; 
none other could be. There is but one 
God, the all- Holy Trinity, of whom the 
second Person became thus incarnate, and 
as the God-man did this and does this for 
us. Faith in Him, therefore, is different : 
not only infinitely better in degree to any 
other, but it is different in kind, absolutely 
and entirely. 

Does not Christmas bring all this before 
us with wonderful clearness and force ^ I 
know you have been thinking of it, and 
will like to think it all over again with me 
soon, I trust ; you may receive Him in 
the sacrament of His love. 

Your ever affectionate Cousin, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 
St, Stephen's Day, 1873, 
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Patience ann IPraper* 

My dearest Bertha, 

It will be a great joy to Carrie to 
see you all again in your own cosy home, 
though I could wish you were as at her 
last visit. We say this, and mean it ; but 
yet, when we think awhile, it is not to be 
desired. Should it please God to restore 
you, you will thank Him fervently, and so 
should we all ; but this is not the same as 
to wish His dispensation for you in this 
long illness to be undone. That we dare 
not wish, because He has been preparing 
you by it for infinite, higher enjoyments, 
even in His Presence. 

A dear old lady here has just been 
taken to her rest after some time of intense 
suffering from cancer. She became free 
from pain ; but the disease went on, and 
yesterday morning she died in great peace. 
Her husband and all her family feel this to 
have been a great mercy, for they had 
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lcx>ked forward to months, perhaps years, 
of suffering for her. But she was ripe for 
Heaven, after a long life spent in doing 
good ; and so God in love and mercy took 
her there. She was past middle age, and 
so her work was done ; but yours, dearest 
child, may be before you yet. I say may 
be, because we cannot telL You may 
recover, and do good service in the Church 
on earth ; or this present illness may be 
your work, and when it is done you will 
be taken. To bear pain and sickness 
patiently because they come from God is 
a very great work, which will be blessed to 
the patient, and to many a one who sees 
her or hears of her. There is nothing 
which so brings the reality of religion 
home to the heart of one who doubts as 
the sight of pain patiently, and even gladly, 
borne for the sake of Christ, and in the 
strength which can be given only from 
above. 

So, dear Bertha, you may now be 
working with Christ for others in a way 
you know not of, but which in your prayers 
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for those who need them, you can pray 
may be, you can pray for more and more 
patient resignation for yourself, and that it 
may be blessed to others who shall see it, 
and know it to be His work in you. And 
then what joy to meet that soul saved by 
your suffering — to meet it in Paradise safe 
for ever ! This may be a * voice of com- 
fort ' to you now, because I know you pray 
for others who need your prayers. 

Dearest child. 

Your loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

January 12, 1874. 



^tunp for Confirmation. 

My dearest Bertha, 

In preparation for this solemn 
and blessed event in your life, dearest 
child, let me advise you to 1 ead with great 
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attention the Office for the Public Bap- 
tisms of Infants. Read all the rubrics as 
well as the text ; consider well the words 
of the first address of the priest, and the 
prayers that follow. Then follow care- 
fully the questions he asks the sponsors, 
and their answers ; then compare these 
questions and answers with the first part 
of the Catechism ; then go on to the words 
and manner of the act of baptism itself; 
after that read all that follows. You will 
find that all that goes before the act of 
baptism speaks of the gift of regeneration 
as a gift about to be received by the infant, 
while all that follows the act speaks of the 
gift as now received. This is the nature 
of a sacrament, which, as the Catechism 
says, is the outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace given unto us. 

Having thus studied the Office of Bap- 
tism, turn to that of Confirmation, and in it 
observe how it carries out the intention of 
the other, especially in the baptismal vow 
made by the sponsors. You will see how, 
in answer to the Bishop, you ratify the 
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promise they made for you in your in- 
fancy. This is one of the two meanings 
of the word * Confirmation/ You confirm 
in it the promise made for you at your 
baptism, you renew it before God, while 
He on His part confirms to you the pro- 
mise He then made, and gives you an 
increase of grace to enable you to keep 
your vow. This will be enough at first. 
May God bless you in your studies. 

If at any time you do riot feel up to so 
much reading, it would do Constance a 
great deal of good to go over with you, 
reading for you, all the ground I went over 
with her last winter. 

My love to her, and the dear mother, 
and Di, whose cold, I trust, is gone ere 
this; and believe me, dearest Bertha, 
Your very loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

February 15, 1874. 
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Confirmation a ^elp m tbt 
Spiritual Life. 

My dearest Bertha, 

I was thinking of you yesterday 
very specially when saying the collect, 
*We have no power of ourselves to help 
ourselves/ Your feeble state of body is 
an exact type of the spiritual state of all of 
us. God *sees' that we have no such 
power, and so He helps us from the very 
first. In Holy Baptism He gives us the 
first principle of a new life ; but a tender 
seed, that may be easily stopped in its 
growth, and alas ! very often is so stopped, 
and even left to perish. We have no 
power of ourselves in our childhood to 
help ourselves, and preserve this new life. 
So God helps us. He gives us the grace 
of the Holy Spirit to strengthen our young 
spiritual life, and lead us on, step by step, 
till in Confirmation He confirms the first 
gift, and then enlarges and strengthens it 
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by Holy Communion, in which our human 
nature is sanctified and strengthened by 
the indwelling of the precious Body and 
Blood of the Incarnate God. 

Thus does God help the Christian who 
comes to Him to be kept outwardly in the 
body and inwardly in the soul — so does 
He defend His faithful from all evil that 
may hurt the soul, even if in His love and 
wisdom He lets the body be afflicted till 
we come to the measure of the stature of a 
perfect man. 

You are soon, if it please Him to take 
the second great step in your spiritual life, 
when coming in the spirit of faith and love, 
as you will, you will receive a confirmation 
of the gifts of Baptism, and a larger share 
in the Holy Spirit's sevenfold gifts of 
grace. You, on your part, will confirm the 
promises which then were made for you, 
and according to your faith will be God*s 
confirmation — His former gifts and His 
additions of more. Then, too, will be open 
to you the gift of all gifts, when your 
regenerate and sanctified nature may be 



in the Spiritual Life. 57 

made one with Christ and He one with 
you. 

This, dearest Bertha, in few words, is 
joy and blessedness before you — a joy and 
blessedness in which you may live in ever- 
increasing consciousness all your days on 
earth, and in which you may die in the full 
assurance of an eternity in Paradise and 
Heaven. 

So is now, sitting calmly in his chair, 
waiting for death, the good Bishop who 
we had hoped might have confirmed dear 
Constance and you. His has been a 
long life compared to yours, and a very 
varied one ; but you both have the one 
faith, the one Lord, and the one end of all 
who die in Him. You can neither do any- 
thing of yourselves to help yourselves, but 
God can and will help you from all harm 
to the soul, and your bodies are in His 
Fatherly keeping also. 

Let these few thoughts be ever present 
in your mind. They are few, but they are 
enough for an eternity of praise and thanks- 
giving to the Giver of all. May He bless 
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you more and more, my child, that your 
light may be that of the just, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Will you let dearest Constance share 
these thoughts with you ? 

Torquay, 

March 2, 1874. 



Clie \sKX!% draper in reference to 

Confirmation. 

My dearest Bertha, 

This is indeed happy news ; and 
now you have only to * rest in the Lord.* 
Do not trouble your mind about any intel- 
lectual questions, however interesting and 
important, but simply let yourself be like a 
child in your Heavenly Fathers arms. 
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You are coming to Him in the name of 
the Eternal Son, and, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost, to be more than ever 
closely united to Him — to renew your 
dedication of yourself to His service, and to 
receive strength to do all you promise. 
This is quite enough to occupy the whole 
mind and to fill all your prayers. Say the 
Lord's Prayer with this meaning — you will 
see how each petition in it seems to be 
written especially for it. 

' Our Father which art in heaven.' You 
come as a child to a Parent who knows 
your every want, and will always hear be- 
cause He is your Father, and can always 
help you because He is in heaven. 

* Hallowed be Thy name.' May it be hal- 
lowed in you and by you ; henceforth the 
honour of that Name will be ever more pre- 
cious to you than heretofore. You will be 
self enrolled as ' Christ's faithful soldier and 
servant,' and as such must more especially 
guard your Sovereign's honour. 

* Thy kingdom come.' May His king- 
dom of grace come to your own heart in 
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all Its fulness, that you may have your part 
in His kingdom of glory hereafter: how, 
even you cannot say — it may be, dear child, 
very soon ; and these holy rites will fit and 
prepare you for it. 

* Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven/ You are coming now to give 
yourself up more wholly to do and to accept 
His will. Your bodily weakness and suf- 
fering now is His will ; and you accept it 
from your heavenly Father, because it is 
His will, and you know that He loves you 
and lays this burden upon you for greater 
blessedness hereafter. Those words, * as it 
is in heaven,' remind you, not only of our 
eternal joys, but of that which makes them, 
— it is that the will of God reigns supreme 
there, that heaven is heaven. Thus do 
these and the following clauses of the 
Lord's Prayer help you to meditate and 
pray at this solemn but most happy mo- 
ment of your life. I would lead you to 
think of this, because it will cost you no 
effort of memory and no use of weak eyes. 
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In the darkest night you can hold com- 
munion with God in the very words our 
Lord has taught us ; and never does His 
divine teaching come so home to our hearts 
as in the hours of solitude and pain. May 
He give you more and more of this holy 
comfort— so prays 

Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

March 3, 1874. 



Ct)OU0|)t0 before Confirmation. 

My dearest Constance, 

Many words are not needed from 
me to you now. All these have been said 
in times past ; now is the hour for medita- 
tion and prayer, as soon it will be for thanks- 
giving, also ; and even now it is, for the 
peaceful prospect of so soon sharing to- 
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gether the happy privilege your two dear 
sisters have looked forward to with so 
much desire. 

Meditate, then, as in God*s Presence, 
upon what is before you, — a re-dedication 
of yourselves to Him; a renewal of your 
baptismal vow ; a resolution to give up all 
that is wrong in the world — all that leads 
you away from Him ; to use the world in 
that place and position of life in which you 
now are, or to which it may please God 
hereafter to call you, but not to abuse 
it — not to have your heart, or your real 
treasure in it ; to be ready to accept cheer- 
fully whatever it may please God to lay 
upon you, of either sorrow or joy ; to make 
His service your chief delight ; His Word 
your rule of life ; His promises in Jesus 
Christ your sure, unfailing hope. 

And then, to these meditations, add 
prayer, in your own words, for help to 
keep your resolutions, thanking and bless- 
ing God at the same time, that it has 
pleased Him to call you to this most blessed 
state of salvation. 
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, My prayers — our joint prayers, rather — 
will be with you. 

Your ever affectionate, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

March 5, 1874, 

P. S. — Will you please read this to my 
godchild, whose eyes I spare ? 



Cfie OEnrolment 

Dearest Children, 

You are now both enrolled to- 
gether in the glorious service of a Conqueror 
Lord, — sister soldiers under a banner that 
not all the powers of hell can make to fall. 
It is a soul- inspiring thought ! — Where 
are now Nebuchadnezzars ? Where are 
Alexanders } Where are Caesars } Where 
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Charlemagnes ? Where Napoleons ? We 
know where our Lord is. It is in heaven 
and on earth ; it is in Paradise ; nay, it is 
in the prison-house of the lost. He reigns 
supreme throughout the Universe, and will 
reign for ever. His angel retinue are the 
redeemed. His soldiers and servants the 
bearers of His name in the great fight of 
mortal life. There is your place now — twin 
sisters in His army, as you know both so 
well, and as one has so well told the other 
— ^and there, beyond, will be your place 
hereafter; you cannot expect to go there 
together, as you have here, — one may be 
long after the other, — but yet you will 
never be out of the true communion with 
one another ; you will still be sister souls in 
the Lord's sight, though one may be re- 
lieved from the burden of the flesh and the 
other left to fight on in the earthly conflict 
a while longer. Of this, and many a like 
thought coming from to-day*s holy rite, we 
may hope to talk together ere very long. 

The godmother and godfather both 
delighted in the verses. She would like 
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very much a copy for herself from her god- 
child, with their names and to-day s date 
upon it. I mean the godmother's and the 
godchild's names. 

Cousin Carrie comes jto us to-morrow, 
and so there will be one more loving heart 
to rejoice with us for you. May God bless 
you both. 

Your happy and thankful father in 
Christ, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

March 8, i874. 



Clie S^\x%x Communion* 

My Dear, Dearest Children in our 
Lord, 

Constance and Bertha, names 
registered together in God's book, I can- 
not write to you separately about your first 
Communion, because it has seemed to 

F 
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make you more than ever one. You took 
your Confirmation vow together, and then 
were together made partakers of the bread 
of life. I can quite see you happy three 
kneeling round Bertha's bed, and all four 
together receiving the bread that came 
down from heaven, and the cup of salva- 
tion — all of you made one with Christ ,and 
Christ one with you. 

It is a marvellous sanctification of the 
body as well as of the soul. By Baptism 
your bodies were made temples of the Holy 
Ghost, by Confirmation the gift was re- 
newed and strengthened, and now in Holy 
Communion the Saviowr comes to that 
shrine prepared for Him and dwells there- 
in. 

* O wisest love ! that flesh and blood 

Which did in Adam fail, 
Should strive afresh against the foe, 

Should strive and should prevail, — 
And that a higher gift than grace 

Should flesh and blood refine ; 
God's presence and His very self, 

And essence all Divine.' 

That higher gift is now yours, dear 
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children. You have received the full fruits 
of the wondrous love of the Incarnation : 
you have Him who hath all things : you 
possess Him who possesseth alL How 
earnestly, then, I know you pray to Him 
to take off your hearts from all that could 
come between you and Him. 

God's gifts always bring with them a 
responsibility in proportion to their great- 
ness. How unspeakably responsible, then, 
are we who have received thisy His 
greatest and best, the gift of Himself, to 
incorporate His nature with ours, and ours 
with His ! Our thoughts fail us when 
they dwell on it ; it seems too much, too 
close a nearness. The Israelites wor- 
shipped the Shechinah at a distance ; us it 
envelopes and upon us it rests, as though 
each Christian communicant were a holy 
of holies. 

Here, then, should we reverence our- 
selves and each other ! This gift is, no 
doubt, placed in earthen vessels, and the 
inferior nature will show itself even to the 
last, though gradually so assimilated to the 
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higher that even before his death the 
Qiristian saint becomes very Christ-like. 

Dear Di saw such an one not long ago 
in the good and holy Vicar of Nocton. 
His has been a long, unchecked progress 
upward. Some are ripened earlier, and 
then often they are taken from the earth ; 
as we know not when that may b^ each 
Christian should from the very first strive 
hard to retain and cherish the gift — the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, the gift of the very 
' Essence ' of the Incarnate God. 

Let this be your prayer and your en- 
deavour, dearest children, as I know it is, 
and He will be yours and you will be His 
for ever. So prays for you 

Your ever-affectionate Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

[874. 
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3iop after ^orroto. 

My Dearest Bertha, 

You will be thinking that I have 
forgotten both you and Easter; indeed, I 
have not, and if I had, these two dear 
sisters of yours by their very presence 
would have effectually reminded me that 
my dear godchild would be glad of a few 
words at this blessed season — to all of us 
a blessed season, but now intensely so to 
one whom God has called to a life of 
suffering. 

Such a life is yours at present, dearest 
child ; you are called upon to ' take up 
your cross, and follow after Christ,* literally 
and truly. You are made a partaker of 
His sufferings. How glad, then, the tid- 
ings to you that the poor, weak, suffering 
body, which 'is made now the instrument 
of pain to you, will be raised a glorious 
body, and made the instrument of the per- 
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fecting of your bliss for ever. ' Christ the 
first-fruits, and afterwards them that are 
Christ's/ ' He went not up to glory, but 
first He suffered pain.' So as He loves 
you, and would have you made more and 
more like Himself, He lets you too have 
pain now, that He may raise you nearer 
Himself in glory. 

There are many mansions, different 
degrees in glory. As one star differs from 
another, and the brightest are those nearest 
the sun, so our glory will be the greater 
in proportion as we are drawn nearer to 
Him, both our glory and our bliss. 

This is a wonderful comfort and support 
under great bodily pain, that every day of 
suffering, every night of weariness patiently 
endured, makes us more like our Lord, and 
gives us a claim on Him for a nearer and 
nearer place to Himself in His kingdom, 
when the great Easter-day of the world 
shall come — yes, and before that, while the 
poor worn body is resting in the grave as 
His did, the soul shall be with Him in 
Paradise and rejoice in His presence there, 
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and in the company of all righteous souls 
saved to Him. 

This is the song of joy that Easter- 
tide sings to you, dearest Bertha, on your 
bed of weakness and suffering. That bed 
is your cross ; you are laid upon it as He 
was upon His, but you have comforts upon 
it, and supports and alleviations which He 
had not upon His, though you have 
enough of pain to know that you share 
sufferings with Him. So you know also 
that through the grave and gate of death 
you will also with Him pass to your joyful 
resurrection. May your long illness be, 
indeed, so blessed to yourself and to all 
who in loving sympathy share it with you. 
Those dear ones here, who certainly do, 
will tell you all about themselves and us. 
I need not say how great a delight it is 
to us to have them here at last. 

And believe me. 
Your ever-loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

April ^^ 1874. 
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My dearest Bertha, 

This will, I trust, greet you on 
the morning of your birthday. It bears 
to you every desire of my heart for your 
highest good. I do not dare even to iAznk 
what that is, as to the things of this Hfe, but 
would leave it all in God's hands. TAts 
we know, that through whatever course 
of life here — ^whether joy or sorrow, health 
or sickness, to be more and more con- 
formed to the likeness of Christ musi be 
our highest good. So then this I wish 
and pray for you, dearest child, that you 
may grow more and more like your Lord 
and Saviour every year that you live. If 
so it be, your first rea/ birthday will be, 
when you open your eyes upon the joys 
and glories of Paradise. 

Thank Ifzm, my child, as I know you 
do, for the grace of the Holy Spirit, which 
has been given you to take from you the 
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cold, hard heart you say you had last year, 
and give you one tender and grateful. I 
thank Him, indeed, that He let me be His 
instrument for this good work in you. 
Your poem upon it expresses your mental 
history in this struggle very clearly and 
well, and so does your letter to me. We 
shall think of you in your quiet and Holy 
Communion together, and trust that you 
may be sufficiently free from pain to enjoy 
its blessedness without distraction. My 
love to Di and Con. 

Ever your loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

Torquay, 

April 22^ 1874. 



C{)e CMttan Hife. 

My dear Constance, 

A few words from me on your 
first birthday, without your other half- 
self. . . . You will find your best com- 



74 'The Christian Life. 

panions those to whom duty and charity 
call you. It is one of the most direct and 
immediate rewards of taking a cup of 
cold water to a thirsty fellow-Christian, 
that the longings for sympathy and com- 
panionship we all feel are met and satisfied. 
We are never without brothers and sisters, 
fathers, mothers, friends, and companions, 
while we can thus imitate our Lord when 
He asked, 'Who is my mother, and who are 
my brethren?' and stretched out His hands 
to His disciples, and said, ' Behold my 
mother and my brethren.' This working 
with our Lord does not lessen our love 
to those naturally dear to us ; it rather 
adds another, and holier too, but it 
gives a widened friendship that can never 
fail us. Yet even this pure and holy re- 
lationship needs to be watched, so hard it 
is to know ourselves entirely and truly. 
Our love for our fellow-Christians, is it 
for the love of them ? The pleasantness 
of the work and speedy reward of it — the 
indisputable duty and blessedness of it 
sometimes draw us off from the thoughts 
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and love of Him for whom it is done, and 
then our work loses its life. 

Here is shown the wisdom, as well as 
the love of God, who knows the creature 
that He has created, that He has foreseen 
the weakness of even our better nature, and 
has given us the sacraments to help us, 
and chiefly the presence of the Lord 
Himself in the Holy Communion of His 
Precious Body and Blood. For this we 
pass by all else, and see nothing but 
but Himself: * Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world.* 
We can see nothing else ! * the Lamb as it 
had been slain.* Who was dead, and is 
alive again at the right hand of God, ever 
making intercession for us by pleading His 
one sacrifice once made — once for all and 
ever there presented in heaven and in 
earth. 

I do not now wish to go further with 
you into the deep subject, but only to 
remind you in the midst of the joys, as 
well as the troubles of life, in the midst of 
its blest work, as of its most innocent and 
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healthiest amusements the love of the 
Person of our Lord is for ever and ever 
revived and revived again by every prayer 
we offer ' through Jesus Christ our Lord ;' 
and still more especially when we offer 
Him our loving heart in the blessed 
Eucharist, and closer still, are made one 
with Him, and He one with us, by our 
being made partakers of Him. How this 
thought gives life and reality to the 
smallest thing done in His name and for 
Him. 

Your affectionate Cousin, 

W. P. W. 

London, 

June 21, 1875. 
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Sitdaiting upon ®oD* 

My Dearest Bertha, 

I have been grieving over my 
inability to write to you, but I have been 
less able than even usual of late. I will 
not trouble you again with an account of 
all my infirmities ♦ ♦ ♦ 

We are grieved to hear you have been 
so poorly. Give your head an absolute 
holiday, and think about nothing, if you 
possibly can. It is hard work at first, but 
you will be able to bring yourself to it by 
degrees. This will give you the best 
prospect of a speedy restoration of the 
powers of thinking without hurting you ; 
the brain and the spine are so connected 
fihat they hurt one another. When you 
feel a cloud coming over your mind, don't 
fight against it ; but, commending yourself 
to God in Christ as your last thought, let 
it come ; He will take care of you, while 
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He lets It remain there, and you will know 
that it is His will, if it doeS) and so^ you 
can ' lie still : ' happy to lie there 'without 
a struggle, 'lest you break the charm/ 
We all find it our wisdom as well as^ our 
duty, thus to lie still under God's- hand 
when it is upon us. Hard it is sometimes, 
but a lesson all must learn in dififerent 
degrees. Yours is indeed in a heavier 
degree than most have Xxs bear, but then 
the joy before you is the greater. 

Look forward to that, dearest Bertha, 
and you will find reward enough for all 
your patience. How glorious it will be 
to possess in very fact more than poetry 
itself every dreamed of on earth. 

Your loving Godfather, 

W. P. W. 

London, 

February 3, 1875. 
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